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The Honourable Ms Julie Bishop, MP
Minister for Education, Science and Training
Government of the Commonwealth of Australia

lan Pearson, MP
Minister of State for Science and Innovation

Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland

In accordance with Article 8 of the Agreement between the Australian
Government and the Government of the United Kingdom to provide for
the establishment and operation of an optical telescope at Siding Spring
Mountain in the state of New South Wales, | present herewith a report
by the Anglo-Australian Telescope Board for the year from 1 July 2006
to 30 June 2007. The report summarises the operations of the Board
for the period under review and includes financial statements and state-
ments of estimated expenditure in accordance with the provisions of
the Agreement.

W Couch
Chair
Anglo-Australian Telescope Board

AAO Annual Report 2006—2007 iii




1.

2.

i

4.

mooOw>

Contents

About the AAO

Statement of purpose

History and governing legislation
Ministers responsible

Structure of the AAO

Designated agencies

AAOQ Director

Audit and Risk Management Committee
Advisory committees

The Year in review

Review by the Director
Review by the Chairman of the Board
Anglo-Australian Telescope Board

Scientific highlights

Towards the unearthing of terrestrial mass planets

Exciting results from the AAO/UKST H-alpha Survey
Using the pulse of a star to constrain its
fundamental parameters

Unveiling dark energy with the WiggleZ Survey
Studying stellar magnetic activity with SEMELPOL

UnRAVEIling the secrets of the Galaxy from the
motions of its stars

Integral field spectroscopy with SPIRAL and AAOmega
Performance

Telescope operations
Research
Instrumentation
Resources

Information Technology
Environmental performance
External communications

Appendices

Financial statements

Staff

Client Service Charter

Statement on governance

Advisory committees

Glossary, Abbreviations & Acronyms
Index

A WWWDNDNEPRE

11
13

15
16

18
20
22

24

27
33
36
46

53
53

54

57
81
83
86
90
92
96



