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UN makes 2009 International Year of
Astronomy

TheUnited Nations(UN) 62ndGeneral Assembly today prodaimed 2009as the Internaiond
Year of Astronony (IYA).

I'YA2009will beayear-long community-based celebration of the science, history and
cultural impact of astronony for people throughou theworld, and will draw attentionto the
night sky as the heritage of all humanity.

C2009will bethe400d" anniversary of the ltalian scientist Galileo Gdlilei tumning atelescope
to the sky,Osaid Professor Matthew Colless, Chair of Augralia@ Nationd Committee for
Astronony.

Orhat act started modern astronony. It led to the extraordinary knowledgewe now have of
our own solar system, planets aroundother stars, galaxies beyondthe Milky Way, andthe
history and fate of the Universe.O

Ningy-nine counties have signed up to take pat in 'YA2009.1n Audralia, planning for the
Year isbang carried outunde the augices of the Nationd Committee for Astronamy,
which is acommittee of the Audralian Academy of Science.

Eventswill indudeschool activities, public Qitar partiesQ exhibitions tours and live shows.
(Astronorny is oneof the mogt accessible ways to engage with the netural world, andit@ a
great gaeway into science for youngpeople,Osaid Professor Colless.

IYA2QO9isan initiative of thelnternaiond Astronomical Union, which representsthe
world@ professiond astrononers, and UNESCO.

More information
Professor Matthew Colless (Char, Nationd Committee for Astronony)
Tel 0293724812(office) 0296300234 (homne)

IAU statement, induding text of UN Resolution: http://www.iau.org/iau0702486.0.html
Internaiond 1Y A webste: www.astronony20090rg
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